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New West Hires New Executive Staff 
 

 
Tanya Ask, Vice President of External and Provider Relations 

 
Tanya Ask joined the staff of New West April 30 as Vice President of External and Provider Relations 
after 18 years of experience with Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Montana (BCBSMT.) Tanya’s work 
with BCBSMT included physician, hospital and allied medical professional relations and negotiations, 
four years with a provider joint venture, public policy development, communications and community and 
government relations.  She also helped found and implement the Caring Foundation of Montana, which 
provides primary and preventive health services in collaboration with Montana physicians and hospitals 
to uninsured children.  Her immediate past experience included responsibility for public policy, federal 
and state lobbying and representation, and regulatory affairs as Vice President for Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Montana since 2003.   
 
Tanya also worked for the Montana Insurance Department in several positions, including Deputy 
Insurance Commissioner.  During her tenure, she was a founding member of the national Insurance 
Regulatory Examiners Society, serving as the president during the formation year of the Society’s 
existence. 
 
“It is exciting to be part of the New West team, working with Montana’s medical community to improve 
the health of our members,” said Ask. 
 



 

 
PREAUTHORIZATION LIST FOR MEDICARE 

 
New West Medicare Advantage (NWMA) would like to remind our providers of the Preauthorization 
List for Medicare Advantage for 2007. The NWMA product does have some different 
preauthorization requirements than traditional Medicare. If you have any questions regarding this list, 
please call our Medicare Customer Service for assistance at 1-888-873-8049.  
 
INPATIENT ADMISSIONS 
All acute care facilities, inpatient rehabilitation, 
mental health, substance abuse, or any other 
institution 

 
NON-URGENT / NON-EMERGENT 
AMBULANCE TRANSPORTS 
Includes air and ground transportations 

 
ORGAN & BONE MARROW 
TRANSPLANTS  

 
PROSTHETIC DEVICES  

 
IMMUNOSUPPRESSIVE MEDICATIONS 

 
CARDIAC REHABILITATION prior to 
FIRST VISIT  

 
SKILLED NURSING FACILITY CARE* 
Includes all Transitional Care Unit Beds and 
Swing Beds 

 
OUTPATIENT REHABILITATION prior to 
FIRST VISIT  

�x Physical Therapy 
�x Speech Therapy 
�x Occupational Therapy 

 
DURABLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 
The following Durable Medical Equipment: 

�x Motorized or Electric Equipment 
�x Non-standard or Customized 

Equipment or Braces 
�x Insulin Pumps 
�x Specialty Beds and Mattresses 
�x Wound Vac Devices 
�x Parental Nutrition 

 
OTHER MEDICAL  SERVICES 

�x All potential cosmetic or reconstructive 
surgeries / procedures 

�x Implantable Cardiac Defibrillators (ICD) 
�x Cardiac Pacemakers 
�x Any potential investigational / 

experimental medical service 
�x PET Scans 
�x Gastric Bypass / Gastroplasty 

 
ALL SERVICES BY NON-
PARTICIPATING PROVIDERS 
REQUESTED AT THE IN-NETWORK 
COST SHARING BENEFIT  

 
HOME HEALTH CARE SERVICES 
 
HOME INFUSION THERAPY** 

*Special Note for SNF: NWMA does waive the requirement for 72 hours of acute care prior to SNF 
placement.  
** NWMA has chosen to cover Home Infusion Therapy as a benefit for our Medicare Population 

 


